* . 


{SERIOUS ADDRESS 


* * 


| To THE 


0 7 
: 


FARISHIONERS... 


By Jauxs Sroxnovsx, M. D. 


- 


4 1 * 


Ascvox of that Pariſh, and of LIF II CMA He 
5 6 ; Pat ty, KY 


= 
, * 
F * 

— . » » Y 


4. 


7 
-- 
4 ® 
4 
„ * 
1 y 
- 
* . Ty 'Y p A. 
= 
LY * 
—_— 4 
WH — 
a I. - 
p AJ 
a , 5 
— - 


— - LS | 


- pe "=" 

* . K + 1 1 4 
r 'Y kw | T8 

= "I . ef | 


1 7 


* 
83 


2 


% # 


| 


„„ 0 


” 


St» 


LY 
* 


+ - 


* 


FSERIOUS ADDRESS MN 
1 TO THE | 


PARISHIONERS _, 


O F 
GRE AT- CHEVERETI. 


ACC 5 „ i. lt — — —_— —— — 


By JAMES STONHO USE, M. D. 
Rector of Great and Little Cheverel, Wilthire. 


p—_ _——, . _—__ * 
» — 


* 7 have made Thee a —_— tento . 
. of Tfrael; therefore hear the i rd of outh, 
| -H 2 hens Warning from me. When 7 ay 
- . mwnto the Wicked, thou ſhall ſurely die, and t 
- Lidel them not Warning, nor paste 10 "= 
the Wicked from his wicked May is fave bis Life, = 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


14 HIS Addreſs was printed in March 

laſt to be given away to the Pa- 
riſhioners of Great-Chevere/: But, as 
frequent Inquirzes have been made after 
it by many, who were deſirous of pur- 
chaſing it, a more general Publication has 
been judged adviſcable. It is hoped, 
that through the Bleſſing of God it will 
become more extenſively uſeful, as (ſuch 
15 the Depravity of human Nature) the 


Inhabitants of every Pariſh bear too near 
a Reſemblance to each other. 


Great-Cheverel, 
K 1780. 
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SERIOUS ADDRESS 


TO THE 


PARISHIONERS of Great-Chevere!. 


My Brethren, 


S by the Providence of God I am ap- 
pointed to be the Aſiniſter of this Pariſh, 

am very deſirous of diſcharging my Duty 
conſcientiouſly ; knowing that I muſt be ac- 
countable to God for fo important a Truſt: 
You likewiſe muſt be accountable for your At- 
tendance on ray Miniftry, and the Improve- 
ment you ſhall make under it: I hope there- 
fore neither of us ſhall be #nmindfal of the A- 
poſtle's Command, Obey them, who have the 
*© Rule over you, and ſubmit yourſelves : For 
*« they watch for your Souls, as they, who muſt 
give Account, that they may do it with Joy, 
*and not with Grief ; for that is unprofit;ble 
* to you.” (Heb. xii. 17.) And I truſt we 
ſhall treaſure up in our Memories the very in- 
ſtructive, ſtriking, and well- timed Sermon 
preached to us on this Text, and in this Church, 
on the Sunday after my Induction, by the Rev. 
Mr. Camerin, Precentor of Briftol Cathe- 
dral; who then fully explained, and ſtrongly 
enforced the Duty both of Miniſter, and People. 
Tou well tuo, that the Glebe and Tythes 
belonging to the Rector of this Pariſh were 
ſettled on Him and his Succtſſors long before 
* A 2 We 
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we were born. I can be under no Obligations 
to any of you on that Account. There is no 
ColleFion here made for me, as is annually made 
for the Minifter in many Pariſhes, where that is 
his chief Income; nor are there here any Eaſter- 
Offerings preſented. How negligent ſoe ver, 
therefore, | may be in my Care of you, my In- 
come, you plainly ſee, is ſo eſtabliſhed by Law, 
that it cannot be /z/eneg, either by you, or by 
any one elſe; provided I barely perform the 
Duty of the Pariſh. On the other Hand, how 
diligent ſoe ver I may be in the Diſcharge of it, 
there is no Poſſibility of zncreafing the ſettled 
Revenue. I thought it very neceſſary to men- 
tion this Circumſtance thus fully, that my Ex- 
deavours to promote your everlaſting Welfare 
might appear to be (what I hope they always 
will be) the Effet? of Principle; of a real Love 
for you, and a ſincere Defre. to do you Good. 
That zone of yau may plead Ignorance.of the 
Things, which it highly concerns you to knots, 
1 hope you will 40 receive what I have here 
written in good Part, and read it frequently 
and attentively, as coming from one, in whoſe 
Heart and Prayers, (though I may not be able 
to ſpeak to each ef you ng, or alone) every 
Perſon in this, as well as in my other Pariſh 
adjoining to it, will always have a Place. 
The great God has favoured us in this Na- 
tion with the Light of the Goſpel. This is 
an high and glorious Privilege ; but it may be 
abuſed: And if it is, it will aggravate cur Guilt 
Condemnation.— Feſus Chriſt crucified ” 


(1 Cor. ii. 2.) I ſhall endeavour to preach 
837 among 
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among you, as the Fauundation, which God 
himſelf has provided, on which Sinners may 
build their cternal Hope, (1 Cor. iii. 11.) 
You will continually be warned of the Evil of 
Sin, of the Wrath of God denounced againſt 
Tranſgreſſors, and of the Impoſſibility of be- 
ing ſaved without Repentance, and that Faith 
*« which purifies the Heart, and works by Love: 
As the ſure Efe#s of which Diſpoſitions I 
ſhall earneſtly preach among you the great 
Bleſſings of Pardon, Aſſiſtance, Comfort, and 
eternal Glory. | 

When I conſider the State of the Pariſh, at 
my firſt Entrance into it, I am led to offer a 


Word in Seaſons to each of you. There is 
ſcarcely a /ingle Perſon perhaps, who may not 


be more or leſs comprehended under one, or 
other of the following Charaers, namely, 

I. They, who are convinced of the Neceſ- 
ſity of a conſtant, ſerious Uſe of the appointed 
Means of Grace, and act accordingly. 

II. They, who can ſcarcely be brought to 
ave the Goſpel a patient Hearing :—And they, 
who ſhew their Impiety openly. ' 

III. They, who frequently abſent them- 
ſelves from public Worſhip ; and neg/e# Re- 
ligion from Inconſideration, Idleneis, or a 
worldly Spirit. 

IV. They, who 4i/regard the Word of God, 
and are not influenced, or governed by it, tho? 
they cannot plead Ignorance: — And they, who 
tho' they generally attend on the Means of 
Grace, appear to have no true Religion in 
their Hearts. 24 
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I. I ſhall addreſs ſuch of you, as are con- 
vinced of the Neceſſity of a conſtant ſerious 
Uſe of the appointed Means of Grace, and act 

accordingly. 
| If you ſincerely believe the 
2 Cr. Truths of the Goſpel, if you have 
| Repentance, and Faith in Chriſt, or 


if convinced ot their Neceſſity, you are hum- 


bly and diligently ſeeking them in the Uſe of 
the appointed Means, you have great Reaton 
for Comfort, and Thankfulneſs. If you have 
this Faith (which is required of every penitent 
Sinner) you have the Promiſe of divine Aſſiſt- 
ance, Acceptance, and eternal Life. (John vi. 
47.) TI am perſuaded, that you will readily 
receive the Word of Exhortation. © You are 
called with an high and holy Calling.“ 
(Phil. ni. 14.— 2 Tim. i. 9.) Watch, and pray 


Therefore, that you may be preſerved from the 


Snares of the World, and the Devices of Sa- 
tan; and that no Errors in Judgment, no ſin- 
ful Indulgence in Practice, Nothing contrary 
to the Devotion, Purity, Love, and Patience, 
which become the Goſpel of Chriſt, may de- 
file your Conſcience, rob you of your Cem- 
fort, * or cauſe the Way of Truth to be evil 
* ſpoken of.” (2 Pet. ii. 2.) Tou are called 
« out of Darkneſs into marvellous Light,” 
(1 Pet; n. ) that by your chriſtian Profeſſion 
God may be glorified. Keep cloſe therefore to 
bis Word, as your Rule: Be conſtant in your 
Application to the Throne of Grace; at leaſt 
every Morning, and Evening. Attend dili- 
gently on public Worſhip, that thus by zwait- 
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« ;ng on the Lord your — may be renewed ;” 
(Ifai. xl. 31.) and © your Light may ſhine before 
« Men” (Mat. v. 16.) to his Praife ; that Juſ- 
rice, Truth, Fidelity, Sobriety and Diligence 
may adorn the Exercife of your common Call- 
ings, as Farmers, Traders and Day-Labour- 
ers; and that you may fill up your Relations 
in Life, as Maſters or Servants, Parents 'or 
Children, in fuch a Manner, as may, and will, 
be expected from thoſe, who have “ taſted, 
that the Lord is gracious.” (1 Pet. ii. 2.) 
Beware of a worldly, or ſelfiſh, a proud, perviſh, 
or paſſionate Spirit. It you give Way to any 
of theſe Evils, you will diſhonour Religion, 
walk uncomfortably yourſelves, grieve and diſ- 
courage others ; eſpecially your Aſiniſter, and 
open the Mouths of the Wicked to © blaf- 
« pheme (the Name of Chr?) that wortby 
c Name by which you are called.” James ii. 7.) 

IT. I ſhall next addreſs ſuch of you, as can 
ſcarcely be brought to give the Goſpel a patient 
Hearing: — And fuch as ſhew their Impiery 
openly. 

It you are one of ths/c, who can . 
ſcarcely be brought to give the 2 * 
Goſpel a patient Hearing, what ; 
can I /ay to fuch ? You are already prequdiced 
againtt all I can offer; and will perhaps © ac- 
* count me an Enemy, becauſe I tell you the 
Truth.“ (Gal: iv. 16.) Yet I would fain 
perfuade you of my Good-Will towards you 
all. I can have no Complaint to make from 
my own Knowledge, as I am but juſt come 
among you. Some of you may probably, in 
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the Courſe of my Miniſtry, be offended at the 
lain T ruths — Duties I ſhall endeavour 
Richfully to impreſi on you from the Pulpit. 


Let let me reaſon with you for a few Minutes 


in this Way. If I cannot rave what I preach 
by the . vou will then (but not till 
then) have juſt Cauſe to diſregard [wt I ſhall 
ſay. But methinks you will not venture to 
reject what you muſt acknowledge may poh- 
FF at leaſt be the Truth. Try all Things there- 
tore by the unerring * the holy Scriptures. 
It will indeed be eaſy to turn off ſo important 
an Inquiry with a Laugh, while you are in 
Flealth and good Spirits; but, when you are 
ſick, and — — of the Approach of 
Death, you may hen probably feel your Con- 
fidence fail; you may not then be ſo ſure of 
the Safety of your State, as you now think. 
Such a Time, as this, will come. If you 
ſhould not be cut off by a ſudden * or 
viſited by ſome Illneſs, which may deprive you 


f your Senſes, (which God forbid to be your 


Caſe) you may by various Diſorders and Ac- 
cidents be brought within the View of Death. 
You muſt at Length experience that untried 
Moment, and render up your Soul to the Tri- 
bunal of God. Beware then of reſting your 
eternal Hopes on any other Foundation, than 
what bis Word appoints. Tou may in this 
World be ſupported by the Names and Ex- 
amples of Men, but no Teacher or Friend, can, 
or will ſtand between you, and your Judge. 
You may live with your Companious,, who may 
an you in the Neglect of Religion; but 
you 


i 
| 


(SJ 
you muſt die alone. What you think of your- 
ſelf, or what others may think of you, is of 
ſmall Moment : The main Queſtion is what 
you are in the Sight of the great Judge, to 
« whom all Hearts are open, all Defires 
« known, and from whom no Secrets are hid: 
For according to his unalterable Sentence, you 
muſt ſtand or fall ro Eternity. Alas! if the 
Goſpel is true, (as it moſt aſſuredly js) and you 
live and die a Stranger to its Power, it will be 
* more tolerable in that Day for thoſe, who hat 
never known the Name of Jeſus, than for you. 
(Mat. xi. 22.) 
It was with great Concern I i 
heard, that there were ſame among — <0" 
you (I hope not many) who have . g.,4:.. 
ſhewn their Impiety openly, been 
notorioufly wicked, and gloried in their Shame. 
They have been to proclaim their Sin, 
fearleſs of God. They have not been con- 
tent with the Practice of Wickedneſs, or with 
tempring (hers to partake of their evil Deeds, 
but they are prompted to /coff at the Truths 
of the Goſpel, and to ridicule and revile thoſe, 
who will nor. “run with them into the 7 
„ Excels of Riot.” (1 Pet. iv. 4.) If any 
one of this unhappy Turn ſhould read what 
| is here written, I would take this Opportu+ 
, nity to tell him, that I pity him, and pray; 
| that God may bring him to a bettet Mind 1 
well know this is a miſerable and dangerous 
State, and therefore cannot be ſurprized at any 
Thing which ſuch an one ſays; or does. Yet 
dis and Language do not altes agree 
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He knovs that He is ſinning againſt Light, and 


Conſcience. I would aſk him, Are you not 
«© ſometimes conſtrain d to reverence the 

« People you aſſect to deſpiſe? And often, 
when you boaſt of Jollity and Pleafure, do you 
not feel Something within, which makes you 
wiſh you could change your Condition, even 
with the Brute, that periſheth. Would ro God 
you were really defirous of a Reformation! I 
woutd then fay, why ſhould you remain in this 
miſerable Bondage, when there is one (our com- 
paſſionate Redeemer) both able and willing to 


ſer you free? Why will you not come to 


« Him, that you may have Life, eternal Life.” 
(John v. 40. You have concluded perhaps, 
that. you have gone too far zo top; that you 


have ſinned with too high an Hand 70 be for- 


* given.” A ſceret Deſpair of this Kind is Sa- 
tan's great Exgine, by which he hurries many 
Sinners to the moſt dreadful Exceſſes. St. Paul, 
* tho* a Perſecutor, Blaſphemer, and injurious, 
* obtained Mercy. The exceeding abundant 
Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt” brought him 
out of that dreadful State; (i Tim i. 13—16.) 


and He ſtands recorded as a Proof, that there 


is Forgiveneſs with God, that he may be fear- 
ed.“ (Pfalm. cxxx. 4.)—Oh ! that I could 
prevail with you to s him, while heis to be 
* found ;”* (lai.'lv. 6) to ſubmit to him before 
the Gate of Mercy is quite ſhut; then, I am 
« ture Huiguity would not be your Ruin? (Ezek. 
xviii- $0.) For Chriſt is able to fave to the 
« uttermoſt all, that come unto God by him.“ 


(Heb. wi. 25.)—At leaſt let me give you one 


Caution : 


1 1 
Caution : Do not make the Scripture, or the 
People, who love it, and act agrecably to it, the 
Subject of your wanton Mirth. © Be not 4 
Noc ter, l:ff your Bands be made ftrong.” (lai. 
XXxviii. 22.) A common Proverb ſays, It is 
ill jefting with edg'd Tools.” I am ſure it 
may be apply'd in the preſent Caſe. If the Cauſe 
you deſpiſe is the Cauſe of God, it will be a 
dreadful Thing to be found fighting againſt 
him. 

Ill. I ſhall now proceed to addreſs thoſe, who 
frequently abſent thernſelves from public Wor- 
ſhip, and 2eg/ef Religion from Inconſideration, 
Idleneſs, and a workdly Spirit. 

_ Theſe are Sins, which 1 am 
forry to hear have been too fre- 
quent in this Pariſh : But I would | 
hope that from henceforward you will fee your 
Error, and amend your paſt Conduct. Many 
who have kept from public Worſhip, have not 
done it ſo much I apprehend from any particu- 
lar Objections they have to that Duty, or the 
Doctrines and Precepts of the Goſpel, as from 
the Cauſes juſt mentioned, which lead them in- 
to a general Neglef of Religion. I cannot but 
lament this, and muſt bear my Teſtimony a- 
gainſt the ſhameful Profanation of the Lord's 
Day, which has been fo common, in this Vil- 
lage for ſome Years paſt; ſuch as frequenting 
Public Houſes, ringing Bells, and other Ways 
of miſpending the Time on that facred Day, 
which ſhould be ſer apart for religious Im- 
provement. But I flatter myſelf, after you have 
well weighed what I have here written, you 
A 6 Will 
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Abſenters - 
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will give me no Room to blame you on this Ac- 
count. As I have deſired you to try my Preach- 
ing by the Scriprures, ſo I defire you to try 
Taurſelves by the fame Standard; for, where 
* theſe are little regarded, an Increaſe of every 
« Kind of Wickedneſs will break in upon you, 
« as a Flood.” Bur if once you pay a due At- 
tention to theſe ſacred Writings, you will no 
longer afforiare on the Lord's Day at Public 
Houſes for Drinking, and vain Converſation, 
to the Scandal of the Pariſh, and the Grief of 
all ſerious Perſons, and no leſs in Defiance of 
the Laws/of the Land, than of the Command- 
ments of God, who has ſaid Remember to 
« keep holy the Sabbath Day.“ Tou are lia- 
ble to have the Statutes put in Force againſt 
you by the Magiſtrates: But wiſh to convince 


+ your Judgment, and lead you by gentle and 


mild Treatment to do your Duty: I would 
hope, that by ſuch a Method theſe Enormities 
may be altogether ſuppreſſed. 1 muſt however 
ve you timely Notice, as a Miniſter and a 
atchman, that © for theſe Things the Wrath 
© of God cometh on the Children of Diſobedience.” 
(Eph. v. 6.) If you, who are now reading this, 
are chargeable with any of theſe Practices, let 
me 1ntreat you to conſider what you are doing. 
Why will you“ provoke the Lord to Jealouſy ? 
« Are you ſtronger than He? (1 Cor. x. 22.) 
If your whole Dependence was on any one Man, 
from whom you expected a large Legacy, or 
received even your preſent Subſiſtence, you 
durft not wilfully and publickly difobey and 
affront him: And can you thyak it fafe to 
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Evils to follow? How many have made a 


( 23 5 
trifle with and affront the great God? Do you 
not know, that your Life, Health, the 
Peace of your Family, and the Succeſs of your 
Induſtry, all depend on m; Are you not 


afraid leſt, by openly affronting his Majeſty in 


profaning the Day which he has commanded 
ro be kept holy, you ſhould provoke him to 
ſend a Curſe upon all your Concerns, and to 
blaſt your Endeavours in the Courſe of the 
Week (Haggai i. 6—g.) Every Act of Re- 
bellion agaiorſt God makes your State more 
deſperate, Sin being progreſſive, Have you 
never read, heard, or ſeen that the Contem 
of the Sabbath (like a Breach in the Bank of a 
River) opens the Way for a long Train of 


Confeſſion to this Purpoſe at the Gallows ? 
And how many Families may be found, who 
are full of Miſery, Diſſenſion, and Confuſion 
throughout the Week, becauſe they neither 


fear God, nor worſhip Him on the Lord's 


Day : Alas! I ſhall be much alarmed for you 
if you do not lay this Admonition to Heart. 
I ſhall fear left you ſhould provoke God © 7s 
&« give you over to a reprabate Mind; (Rom. 
1. 28) or leſt, in the Courſe of his Providence, 
he ſhould inflict ſome awful Puniſhment on 
you to teach otbers by your Example, that it 
is a dreadful Thing to fin againſt the Good- 
% neſs and Long-Safferiog of God.” (Rom. 
n. 4.)—But, though his Patience ſhould bear 
with you to the laſt, and you to the laſt ſhould 
deſpiſe it, yet DEATH will finally ſummon 
you to JUDGMENT ; and CONDEMN * 
| is _ TIO 


(26.7 
TION will certainly follow, unleſs by his 
Grace you are brought to Repentance. 
Though you may ſay Peace, Peace to your- 
« ſelves, ſudden Deftrufion will then come upon 
« you, and you Hall not be able to eſcape.” 
(1 ThelT. v. 3.) 

If you are one of thoſe, who do not wholly 
negle& the publick Worſhip of God, bur ac- 
cuſtom yourſelf to attend only once in the Day, 
give me Leave to aſk you, (or rather to de- 
fre you to aſk your own Conſciences) whe- 
ther you have a ſufficient Excuſe fer not at- 
tending, twice. You have an Opportunity 
not only of attending the Prayers, but of 
hearing wo Sermons every Sunday by only 
walking acroſs the Field. Surely /bey who 
would make ſo inconſiderable a Diſtance a 
' Prerence for ab/enting themſelves, (eſpecially 
as they can have no wor{dly Buſineſs to plea 
in Excuſe,) muſt have very little Senſe of Re- 
ligion, very little Zeal for the Honour of God; 
and very httle Concern about their own Sal- 
vation. I well know that the Circumſtances 
of a few Families, (ſuch as Sickneſs, or young 
Children, &c.) will zece{arily confine one or 
more of them at Home, But a due Allow- 
ance for theſe /awfu] Hindrances will by no 
Means account for the remarkably this Con- 


gregations, which, I am told, there have 


-ulually been in this Church, I flatter myſelf 
however this will now be remedied; and you 
will give me no Cauſe to complain of you on 
that Account. If you ſhould fay, that you 
always attend publick Worſhip once in the Day, 

I would 


—— — "Iz... — —  — — * 


Why then ſhould you be willing at any Time 


. 

would then deſire you to conſider whether 
(ſuppoſing you have no /awfud Hindrance to 
plead) the fame Reaſons, which require your 
Preſence at the publick Worſhip once, are not 

ually ſtrong for your being there h Parts 
of the Pay.— Why do you go at all? Is it 
not to join with others in paying Homage to 
the great God? But, by doing this once only, 
where Opportunity, your Duty to God, wy 
Man, and the good Example of others, ſhou 
lead you to do it ice, you contradif yourſe f, 
and act, as if you thought it was ſometimes 
your Duty to join in Worſhip, and ſometimes 
not worth your while. Do you go with a 
Hope of receiving Good ' for your Souls 
to ſtay away? Ihe Opportunity you miſs 
might perhaps have been made peculiarly 
uſcful to you. At leaſt God may juſtly puniſh 
your frequent Neglect by withholding his 
Bleſſing when you do attend. 

IV. I am next to apply to thoſe, who di/re- 
gard the Word of God, and are not influenced 
or governed by it, tho? they cannot plead Igno- 
rance: And to thoſe likewiſe who, tho* they 
generally attend on the Means of Grace, ap- 
pear to have no Religion 1n their Hearts. 

It is with Grief I oblerve, thatthe Commands 
of God are ſo much diſregarded in this Nation, 
tho* few comparatively can plead Iguorance of 
his Will. I he Scripture denounces a Woe a- 
gainſt tbem;' who are mighty 70 


* arink frrong Drink; (i. v. — , 
22.) and .againft him who urges ay 9 
Atreng Drink on his Neighbour to 
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put him to Shame. b. ii. 1 5.) St. Paul ex- 
pre res affirms, . Drankards ſhall not inherit 
the Kingdom of God.” (1 Cor. vi. 10.) and 
while on Earth it robs you of your good Name, 
brings a Reproach on the Religion you profeſs, 
deſtroys your Health, waſtes your Time and 
Money, and is not conſiſtent with a due Uſe of 
pu Reaſon. The Scripture declares © like- 
wiſe that every one who 22 ſhall be 

\ o cut off with a Curſe.” ech. v. 3.) It is 
alſo a Breach of the third Commandment— 
Our Lord has expreſsly forbid it; (Mar. v. 34.) 
and ſo has St. 3 in theſe aul Words, 
Above all Things, my Brethren, fwear not, 
« leſt you fall into Condemanation*.” (James 
y. 12.) Theſe Threatnings are frequently re- 
peated i in the Ears of thoſe, who have not en- 
tirely caſt off the VERY FORM of Religion, 
Yet have not Intemperance, and Profaneneſs too 
viſibly gained Strength in this Pariſh, from 
Tear to Year? If this be ſo; and if you are de- 
termined to continue 1n theſe Praftices, (which. 
God forbid!) yet remember, that I here call 
your Conſciences to witneſs, that I have fore- 
warn d you of the dreadful 2 
bere tell you that the Mratb bd God hangs over 
| you. 


* Theſe Hints will, I hope, fink deeply into the 
Minds offuch of yau as are guilty of either of the Vices 
here noticed, and be the Means under God of your 
Reformation.—In my A again Swearing, 
Drunkenneſs, Sec. 1 have expr yk more fully 3 
theſe — — len Tranſgreſhons of 
God's Commandments. To tbe/e Aumonitious there fore 
I would refer thoſe, on whom what 1 * 
may not have the deſired RH. 
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« E you repent you ſhall ſurely pa- 
„ (Luke xili. 3 and 5.) and it will be a 


Ageravation, if you periſh with your 
= n. Think, I —_— you, 
think, before it is too late, of that awful Paſ- 
ſage in the Book of Deuteronomy, If there 
be among you a Root that beareth Gall and 
© Wormwood, and it come to paſs when he 
c heareth the Wards of this Curſe, that he 
« Bleſs himſelf in his Heart, ſaying, I ſhall have 
« Peace, tho I walk in the Imaginations of 
«© my Heart to add Drunkenneſs to Thirſt : 
The Lord will not /pare him, but the Anger 
* of the Lord and his Jealouſy ſhall /moke a- 
«« gainſt that Man; and all the Curſes, that are 
« written in this Book, ſhall-lie upon him, and 


the Lord ſhall blot aut his Name from un- 


* der Heaven,” (Deut. xxix. 18, 9). 

As I am informed that there have too 
many Inſtances of Fornication among you, and 
ſome even of Adultery, | think it neceſſary for 


me to take ſome Notice of theſe, as well as of 


the other Signs of your Diſregard to the Word 
of God. St. Paul aſſures — — to many 
other Paſſages of Scripture) that Whore- 
„ mongers, and Adulterers God will judge.” 
(Heb. xijj, 4. )—Adultery, which Adulery 

implies a Breach of the Marriage- 

Contract, is ſo dreadful, fo irr 


arab a 5 
and condemned, as ſuch, even —1— 


thens, who know not God, that I hope not one 


of you (how heinouſly ſoever you may formerly 
have offended in this Point) will ever be guilty 
of the like again, but be deeply penitent for 

what 
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what is paſt. If you ſhould hereafter tranſgreſs, 
I intreat you to confider, that, however you 
may conceal your Wickednefs from your Fel- 
low-Creatvres, you cannot hide it from God: 
His Eye is upon you, and his Juſtice will fure- 
ly overtake you. If indeed you have a ſincere 
Repentance for this and your other Sins, and 
a lively Faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, there 
will be yet Hope; for (fays the Apoſtle St. 
John) © the Blood of Chriſt cleanſeth (every 
«© penitent Believer) from al Sin.” (1 John i. 
7.) Otherwiſe I teſtify to you from God's 
Word you ſhall ſurely periſh. — He, who hath 
ſaid, © Thou ſhalt not commit | Adultery,” 
(Exod. xx. 14.) will not hold you guiltleſs in 
the Day of Wrath. St. Paul joins Whboredom 
with Adultery, and has expreſsly 
inferted Fornication in the black 
Lift of choſe Sins, which will certainly exclude 
_ a Place in the Kingdom of God. (1 Cor. 
i. 9. Gal. v. 20) If you have been guilty 
hon may the Lord ix a Senſe of your Sin 
upon your Conſcience, while you are reading 
this, that you may not think it a ligb: Matter, 
but may inſtantly humble yourſelf before Him, 
and flee to the Refuge provided for penitent 
Sinners in the Goſpel. (Heb. vi. 18.)! If by 
his Providence and reſtraining Grace you have 
hitherto been preſerved from this Iniquity, you 
have Reaſon to pruiſe Him. And let all daily 
pray to Him, (1 Hpeak more eſpecially to young 
Perſons) that they may be enabled to © abſtain 
« from 'fethly Luſts, which war againſt the 


F ornication. 


4 S (1 Pet. 1. 11.) It is your Duty and 


Intereſt 


ay 3 
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Intereſt to flee from theſe hateful Evils, and to 


watch againſt the Temptations, which lead to 
them, as you would avoid a Peſtilence.— By 
complying wich them, you hazard all your 
Peace nd Comfort in this Life, as. well as lin 
againſtthe great God. If a criminal Intercoutſe 
between iugle Perſons does not end in Mar- 
riage, a long Train of Mifchiefs is the uſu: 
Conſequence; viz.” Shame, Remorſe, Mir 
and very often a total and irreparable Rum 
eſpecially on the Women's Part. And even if 
the Offenders are afterwards married, (tho the 
Frequency of ſuch Caſes may leſſen the Scandal 
in the Sight of Men,) the Sin againft Cad, as to 
the former Guilt, remains the ſume. An Oc 
caſion too is opened for ſuch Reflections and 
Sufpicions, as frequently embirter the Peace, 
and deſtroy the Confidence and Aﬀection, in 
which they might otherwiſe have lived.” . 
I I fear there are /ome of you, . | 
who are not fincere; conſiſtent Be- Breuer: 
lievers in Chriſt; yet are tolerably and Fen- 
regular in your Attendance on the . 

Means of Grace, and are not habitually guilty 
of groſs, and open Sins. I commend-you for 
your Readinels to attend divine Worſhip, and 
rejoice to learn, that the Word of God has 
ome Influence on your Conduct. But I 
would caution you againſt reſting in outward 
Privileges, or thinking yourſelves ſafe, be- 
cauſe you have eſcaped the Abominetions, in 
which you ſce too many live. There are 
other Sins, beſides theſe I have mentioned, 
which, tho' not ſo heinous in the Judgment 
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of Man, are ſufficient to ruin the Soul. If 


« you-love the World,” fays St. John, (that 
is, immoderately) the Love of the Father is 
* not in you.“ (1 John ii. 25) “ To be 
* carnally minded, (fays St Paul) is Death.” 
(Rom. viii. 6.) If you are under the pre- 
vailing Power of Paſſion, Pride, and Reſent- 
ment, or any other Temper contrary to the 
Goſpel, you are Strangers to the Grace of 
(Col. iii. 8.) In hort, If you have 

* not the Spirit of Chriſt,” ſays the ſame A- 
poſtle, you are none of bit. (Rom. vill, 9.) 
A Form of Godli withaut the Power, 
2 Tim. ii. 5.) will leave you helpleſs, and 
igpeleſs, Can you be content to be no more 
than Cheff among the Wheat? (Matt. iii. 12.) 
to converſe. and worſhip, with the People of 
God for a Seaſor here, and then to be ſepa- 
rated from them for euer? If you ſhould fee 
thoſe, whom you know, and love, your Friends 
and Relations, received into the Kingdom of 
Heaven at laſt, and you yourſelves ſhut out, 
(Luke xiii. 25—30.) how a: will your 
Diſappointment be! May the Lord God 
awaken you to adiligent Search into your own 
Hearts, and into his holy Word, and not 
ſuffer vou to take up with any Thing ſhort 
of a real, /aving Chauge. © Look unto Jeſus, 
* the Author and Finiſher of your Faith; 
(Heb. xii. a.) © who is exalted to be a Prince 
and Saviour, ta give Repentance and Par- 
« don, Life and rome mg = (Acts v. 31.) 
Remember you have his faithful Promiſe, 
< Him, that cometh unto. me” (that is, cometh 
on 


111 

on the Terms of the Goſpel) I will in no 
«wiſe caſt out.“ (John vi. 37.) Remem- 
ber likewiſe at the ſame Time, that Chriſt 
« ig the Author of eternal Salvation to all 
« them, (and to them only) who obey Him.” 
(Heb. v. 9.) Let no Man decerve you: 
« He that doeth Righteouſneſs is righteous, 
« even as Chriſt is righteous : He that com- 
« mitteth Sin is of the Devil ;” (1 John iii. 
.) imitates his Character, and complies with 
is Temptations. | | 
My Brethren, I have written this to you, 
who are now become my Pariſhioners, in 
humble Hope, that (tho* I cannot expect to 
prevail on you a//) the — of God will 
make the Reading of this uſeful to ſome of 
you: And, if it ſhould be fo to one only, I 
ſhould efteem it as an Over-Recompence for 
all the Pains I may ever be enabled to rake 
among you. can truly ſay, with the Apoſ- 
tle, that · my Heart's Defire and Prayer to God 
ce for you is, that you may be ſaved.” (Rom. x. 
1.) And, that I may in ſome Meaſure contri- 
bute to this End farther, than by my public 
Offices in the Church, I ſhall diſtribute to 
every Family in bis Pariſh the W * 

| whic 
Prayer may be conſidered, as the Rocry, from which 

all other religious and moral Duties derive. their Neu- 
riſhment. hat Idea then can be formed of Religion 
without Prayer? “ It is impoſſible,” (fays a judicious 
Writer,) © that a Man ſhould be good, who neglects 
«« /ecret Prayer; and'next to impoſſible, that he ſhould 
ever become ſo. The Neglect of Prayer fhews,; that 
he has no right Notions of God,; no Senſe of his 
** Preſence, no hearty Deſires of his Mercy, no ſolid 

Hope of his Faweur.” Orton's Religious Exerciſes. 


<< 
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which 1 publiſhed. ſome Years ago, princi - 
pally. for the Benefit of the adjoining Pariſh, 
to which I have long Rood in the fame Rela- 
tion, as I now ſtand to vou:— Prayers fitted 
for the daily Uie of Families, as well as for 
fecret Devotion; hoping that none of you, 
who have hitherto © lived as without God in 
© the World,” and acted ſo inconſiſtently with 

our Chriſtian Profeſſion, as to neglect theſe 
important Duties, will pex#ft in a Conduct fo 
injurious to yourſelves. Such ether Books, 
as I think neceſſary and uvſeful for your Im- 

rovement, I ſhall occaftonally put into the 
Hands of thoſe, who ſhew a Diſpoſition to 
make a right Uſe of them. Your Children I 
propoſe to catechize frequently, and hope 
every Parent will take Care, that they attend 
Me, or my Curate, regularly at the Times 
appointed. The young Perſons from ſixteen 
and upwards, ſhall be properly inſtructed in 
the Nature, and End of the Lord's Supper; 


and the Communion-Service of our Church ſhall 


be fully explained to them, that they may be 
made. thoroughly acquainted with it ; fo that 
none may plead Ignorance of that, which they 
ought to know, and of which they may pro- 
cure ſufficient Information. Nor ſhall I be 
deficient, I hope, (as Opportunities may of- 
fer) in my private Inſtruction of you at your 
own Hovſes; in humble Imitation of the 
Apoſtle St. Paul's Example, who taught 
* the Epheſians from Houle to Houſe, teſtify« 
ing Repentance towards God, and Faith 
towards our Lord Jeſus Chriſt:“ (Acts xx. 

een e on) 
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21.) More particularly ſhall T think it in- 


cumbent on me to viſit ſuch, as are fick; of 
which I defire to have immediate Notice. 1 
can appeal to the Heart: ſearcbhing God, that it 
is my Intention, (thoꝰ ſome of you perhaps may 
be offended by my Reproofs) to promote 
your Welfare to the utmoſt of my Power, 


both in this World, and in the next: And 


« as much as heth in me to hve peaceably 
« with you, and with a Men.” (Rom. 
xii. 18. 

I accepted the Living generouſly offered 
to me by my worthy and noble Patron the 
EARL of RADNOR, with an earneſt De- 
fire of doing you Good, and not principally 
from worldly Motives : © For 1 ſeek not 
« yours, but you.” (2 Cor. xii. 14.) In a 
lutle Time ©« we muſt 2// appear before 
© the Judgment-Scat of Chriſt.” (2 Cor. v. 
10.) There I muſt give an Account of my 
Miniſtry, and you muſt account-for the Privi- 
leges, with which you have been favoured. 
When I think on the Solemnities of that Day, 
and the North of your immortal Souls, I am 
at a Loſs for Words ſuitable to my Deſires on 
your Behalf. * I Zeſtech you by the Mercies 

<< of our God;” (Rom. xii. 1.) I warn you 


by his approaching Terrors; (2 Cor. v. 3.) that 


you © receive not the Grace of God in vain;“ 
(2 Cor. vi. 1.) which was deſigned to teach 
us, that, denying all Ungodlineſs and world- 
ly Luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſ- 
* ly, and godly, in this preſent World.” (Tit. 
N. 12.) This Grace I propoſe * 

fec- 
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affectionately to preach to you; and I earneſtly 
de of God to give to every one of you true 
Lepentance, to forgive you all your Sins, 
« Negligences, and Ignorances, and to endue 
„ you with the Grace of his Holy Spirit to a- 
« mend your Lives according to his holy 
« Word,” 
«© And now, my Brethren, (in the Language 
« of St. Paul) I commend you to God, and to 
« the Word of his Grace, which 1s able to build 
1 * you up, and to give you an Inheritance a- 
1 * mong all them, who are ſanctified. (Acts 
001 xx. 3a . But I cannot conclude without jmi- 
tating the ſame Apoſtle, in requeſting; ¶ See 
1 Theſſ. v. 25.] that ſuch, as make a Conſci- 
ence of daily Prayer, would frequently intreat 
God's Blefling'on him, and on his Endeavours 
to ſerve you al, who is 


Your faithful Friend, and Miniſter, 


Great-Cheverel, 
March 1 5 1780. 


JAMES STONHOUSE. 
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TRACTS by the /ame Huthor, fold by J. F. and C. Rivinc- 
TON, in 4 mA — 02 — PatLuzn, 
in Wine-Street, Briſtol :—Hrd to be bad likewiſe of the 

Bookſellers in the Country on a ſhort Notice. 

Thoſe marked with a Star, may be had by the Members of The Set Ty 
for Pnanacing Chriftian Knowledge, on the Terms of that Society. 

* Riendly Advice atient, calculated for the Uſe 

of the Sick belon to Infirmaries : And ſuitable 
to every fick Perſon. To which are added, Spiritual 
Direction to the Uninſtructed in all Conditions of Life, 
The Fourteenth Edition. Price Six- or Two 
Guineas an Hundred to thoſe who give away. 

N. B. The Spiritual Direction to the Uninſtrufed may be bad 
alone. The Fourteenth Edition. Price Four-pence, or T wenty- 
eight Shillings an Hundred. 

St Paul's Exhortation and Motive to ſupport the weak 
or fick Poor. A Sermon preached in the Cathedral 
Church of Saliſbury, before the Preſident, Governors, 
and other Encouragers of the General Infirmary there. 
The Third Edition. Price Six-pence. 

* Admonitions againſt Swearing, Sabbath-Breaking, and 

Drunkenneſs; deſigned for the Benefit of ſuch as are 

guilty of one, or more of theſe Vices. The Ninth Edi- 

tion. Price One Penny, or Six Shillings an Hundred. 


A Short lanation of the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper, with ſuitable Devotions. The Seventh Edition. 
Price Two-pence, or Thirteen Shillings an Hundred. 


Prayers for the Uſe of private Perſons, Families, Chil- 
dren, and Servants. 'The Tenth Edition. Price Three- 

or Twenty Shillings a Hundred. The Ninth 

dition of theſe Prayers 1s printed in a /arge Letter for 
theUſeofſuch as are advanced in Years. Price Six-pence. 


Hints to a Curate, for the Management of a Pariſh. The 
Second Edition. Price Six-pence. 

* The religious Inſtruction of Children recommended. 
The Third Edition. Price Four-pence, or Twenty-eight 
Shillings an Hundred. 

The moſt important Truths and Duties of Chriſtianity 
ſtated : Deſigned for thoſe in the lower Stations of Life; 
particularly for the Inſtruction of thoſe who cannot 
read. The Fifth Edition. Price Two-pence, or Thir- 
teen Shillings an Hundred. | 
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